Journal of Action Research and Studies in Education * Volume 1, Issue 1 (2026), pp. 25-36 OPEN ACCESS
ISSN (Online): 2988-3412 | ISSN (Print): 2988-3404 | DOI: https://doi.org/10.59653/jarse.v1i01.2028 CCBY 4.0 License

ORIGINAL PAPER

Scaffolding Metacognitive Reading Strategies in Multilingual
Classrooms: A Collaborative Teacher Action Research Study

Indah Permatasari, Jonathan Hayes, Farida Hanum
1. Dept. of Language & Literature Education, Universitas Tadulako; 2. Multilingual Literacy Lab; 3. Faculty of Education,

Melbourne.

Received: 12 August 2026 « Revised: 28 September 2026 « Accepted: 10 October 2026  Published Online: 10 October 2026

Abstract

Four language educators collaborated in designing reciprocal teaching routines for bilingual pupils. Reading comprehension
and autonomous self-monitoring scores improved markedly over a 16-week intervention period.
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1. Introduction

In culturally diverse archipelago schools, students frequently navigate three languages simultaneously: mother tongue
(local vernacular), Indonesian (national official), and English (academic foreign). Without deliberate metacognitive
strategies, complex informational reading comprehension suffers.

2. Method

A collaborative teacher action research team comprising four secondary language instructors met weekly to plan,
co-teach, and refine a 16-week Reciprocal Teaching framework (predicting, clarifying, questioning, summarizing) across
114 multilingual students.

3. Results and Discussion

Students demonstrated a 38% increase on standardized expository reading comprehension tests. Metacognitive
Awareness of Reading Strategies Inventory (MARSI) scores rose significantly across both global and problem-solving
subscales (p < 0.001).

4. Conclusion

Collaborative teacher inquiry teams provide the sustained collective reflexivity necessary to fine-tune reciprocal reading
scaffolds, empowering multilingual learners to navigate complex academic texts.
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